
DENVER SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT



Denver Solid Waste Management
What we do….

• SWM Service Area
• Trash Collection 
• Extra Trash Collection
• Recycle Collection
• Compost Collection
• Graffiti Abatement
• Dead Animal 
• Keep Denver Beautiful
• Special Programs- HHW, 

Electronics, Appliances, 
Etc.



Automated Trash Collection

• Weekly Trash Collection
• 179,000 Single Family Homes 

(7 units or less)
• Cart conversion reduce per 

household waste generation 
by 387 lbs./HH/per year

• About 179,000 tons of trash 
per year.  Down almost 
29,000 tons since 2014.

• All SWM services
• 238 employees, 129 

vehicles/119 daily routes



Extra Trash Collection
(Replaced Large Item Pick Up / Overflow as of 1/1/16)

• Extra Trash
– Every 4 week collection

• 10 bags of trash
• 5 large items

– Often set out off schedule
– Expensive

• Discarded appliances are 
collected by recycling contractor 
– and should not be set out for 
Extra Trash Collection.



Recycle Collection

• 93% signed up for 
recycling

• Every-other-week 
collection 

• Single stream 95-gallon 
carts 

• No fee, opt-in service



Compost Collection

• Fee-based program ($9.75/month) 
• Weekly collection
• 11 total routes by end of 2018

• 18,000 homes approximately participating 
(10% participation rate)
– All single family household eligible 

(179,000)



DON’T WASTE THE “GOOD STUFF”!

RECYCLABLES
25%

COMPOSTABLES
50%

TRASH
25%



Denver’s Recycling & Composting Rate



What we do…

• Goals
• Dedicated Staff
• Community Outreach
• Extensive Education
• Special Services



RESIDENTS CAN HELP DENVER 
BECOME A RECYCLING LEADER

Downsize to a smaller trash cart



RESIDENTS CAN HELP DENVER 
BECOME A RECYCLING LEADER

Increase recycling 
capacity by upsizing to a 
95-gallon recycling cart

Double recycling 
capacity by requesting a 
second recycling cart. 



RESIDENTS CAN HELP DENVER 
BECOME A RECYCLING LEADER

Subscribe to Denver Composts 
collection program for $9.75 per month.



Special Services and Efforts



Cherry Creek Recycling Drop-Off

• Accepted Items:
• Single Stream Recyclables
• Food Waste & Non-

Recyclable Paper
• Leaves and Grass Clippings
• Branches



Household Hazardous Waste 
Management Program

• Denver residents get one 
pickup or drop-off per year.
• $15 co-pay (City pays for 

rest)

• Three item minimum required  
to maximize efficiency

• Items must fit in 50 gallon 
collection bag provided by 
vendor which holds about 125 
pounds (~10-12 cans or 
bottles)



Appliance Collection 

• Collections are by appointment only.
• Collections and processing by City’s 

vendor, “EcoProjex.”
• Vendor ensures metals are recycled and 

Freon gases are handled in an 
environmentally safe way.

• Accepted Items:
• Refrigerators, freezers, air 

conditioners
• Washers/dryers
• Stoves/ovens
• Hot water heaters
• Furnaces
• Dishwashers
• Microwaves



Electronics Recycling

- State Landfill Ban for electronics (2013)
- E-Cycle Coupon: 

- Residents eligible for one e-cycle coupon per 
year.

- Allow Denver residents to drop off their 
televisions, monitors and other electronic 
items at Metech Recycling's facility at a 
significantly discounted rate.

- Electronics Events: 
- Host 1-2 Electronics recycling events a year 

for Denver Residents 





(November 20th-January 19th)





Mulch Giveaway and Compost Sale

- Residents can pick up free mulch and buy compost at a 
reduced price.
- The mulch is made from ground up Christmas trees 

collected through the Treecycle program
- The compost is made in part from leaves collected 

from the LeafDrop program and from the organic 
materials collected through the Denver 
Composts program.



Denver Recycles Roundup

Want to stay up to date on all of our exciting recycling news?!?! 
Sign up for the monthly newsletter!





Choose to Reuse: Conscious Living 



SWM is just a small piece of the puzzle

21%

53%

26%
SFU

ICI

C&D



Denver Solid Waste Master Plan 
Update
• 2020 Update to include 

residential, commercial 
(ICI) and C&D

• Includes:
• Waste Composition Study

• Research BMP’s

• Stakeholder meetings

• Recommendations


