
Chaffee County 50 acres Nine miles north of Buena Vista on Highway 24

Action Required

Recommend support for the fee title exchange, receiving the Haug property for the Hay Barn property (113 acres for 63 acres).

Questions and Responses

None.
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Capital Development Committee 
March 2025 – Property Transaction Proposal 

Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Parks and Wildlife 

Action 
Required 

Pursuant to C.R.S. 33-1-105(3)(a) and C.R.S. 33-10-107(2) recommend to 
the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission support for the Division of 
Parks and Wildlife’s proposal to acquire fee title in an exchange. 

  
General Information 
Name Buena Vista SFU – Town of Buena Vista – Fee Title Exchange 
Number of acres • 63 acres of CPW Property to the Town of Buena Vista, known as the 

Hay Barn property. 
• 113 acres of the Town of Buena Vista’s Property to CPW, known as 

the Haug property.  
Location • CPW’s Hay Barn property is east of Hwy 24, south of Downtown 

Buena Vista, and north of the prison.   
• The Town of Buena Vista’s Haug property is approximately 9 miles 

north of Downtown Buena Vista on the west side of Hwy 24. 
County Chaffee 
  
Costs / Source of Funding 
Consideration No Monetary Consideration Funding Source NA 
Monitoring and 
Operation Costs 

 Nominal costs for maintenance in 
conjunction with adjacent CPW 
property 

 
     

Development 
Costs 

N/A 

 
 
 
Summary of Proposal:  
 
CPW and The Town of Buena Vista will exchange land and associated water rights.  According 
to the land and water appraisals, the values of the Hay Barn and Haug property are nearly 
identical, with Buena Vista’s Haug property having a slightly higher valuation.  CPW wants the 
Buena Vista Haug property for hunting, hunter access to other public lands, habitat preservation, 
and landscape connectivity.  The town of Buena Vista wants CPW’s Hay Barn property for 
expansion of city infrastructure, business, and other improvements including a closer water 
supply as the town’s population continues to increase. 
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CPW Hay Barn Property and Water Rights Values 
CPW Property is approximately 63 acres, appraised value  $1,335,500.00  

 CPW Water Rights appraised value        $564,500.00      
Total         $1,900,000.00 
 

CPW Water Rights   
CPW owns portions of the Cottonwood Ditch water rights totaling 3.8 cubic-feet per second 
(cfs) out of 19.0 cfs. Table 1 provides a summary of the Cottonwood Ditch water rights 
currently owned by CPW at this location. 

 
The ditch conveys water to the east and southeast for irrigation on the CPW Haybarn property. 
The Cottonwood Ditch has historically been used for irrigation of an approximately 21-acre 
parcel on the CPW property located just east of U.S. Highway 24.  
 
 
Buena Vista Haug Property and Water Values 
 Buena Vista Property is approximately 113 acres, appraised value  $1,080,000.00 

Buena Vista Water Rights appraised value       $821,000.00 
Total         $1,901,000.00 
 

Buena Vista Water Right 
The Town of Buena Vista owns a total of 3.1 cfs, or one-half of the Dryfield Ditch associated 
with the Buena Vista Haug property. The Dryfield Ditch is decreed for irrigation and the water 
right information is summarized in Table 1. 
 

 
 
 
 
 Attachments 

• Map 
• Pictures 
• Concurrence letters 
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Map of CPW Property 
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Pictures of the CPW Haybarn Property that the Town of Buena Vista will acquire 
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Map of Buena Vista Property 
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Pictures of the Town of Buena Vista Haug Property that CPW will acquire 
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