
 

 

September 3, 2021 

 

(Delivered electronically) 

 

Subject: Sales Tax Exemption on Aircraft Parts and Aircraft Purchased by Non-Residents 

 

Dear Members of the Interim Committee Sales & Use Tax Simplification Task Force 2021; 

 The Grand Junction Area Chamber of Commerce, an organization of over 850 mostly 

small businesses opposes any efforts or recommendations to remove the sales tax exemption on 

aircraft and aircraft parts as outlined in Colorado Statute 39-26-71.  This exemption has been 

critical to the growth of our largest private employer in Mesa County, West Star Aviation.  The 

company employs over 500 individuals and buys products and services from a number of other 

Mesa County businesses. 

 West Star competes globally for customers that need upgrades and renovation done to 

their aircraft.  On one site visit to the facility, I personally saw aircraft from Europe and South 

America in the hangar being worked on.  This sales tax exemption allows West Star to compete 

on a level playing field with their competitors that are located in states where this exemption 

exists.  At the local level we have matched the state sales tax exemption which means aircraft 

and aircraft parts in Grand Junction are also exempt from our local sales tax.  We view this as a 

prudent way to support economic development and the growth of existing companies such as 

West Star here and in all parts of the state. 

 We urge this committee to recommend leaving the sales tax exemption in place on 

aircraft and aircraft parts.  There are sound economic development reasons to do so. 

 

Thank you for considering my input, 

 
Diane Schwenke 

President/CEO 

  


