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SMART Act 
Presentation to 
the
Joint Judiciary 
Committee

The Honorable Monica Márquez, Chief 
Justice of the Colorado Supreme Court

State Court Administrator Steven 
Vasconcellos

The Honorable Susan Blanco, Chief 
Judge of the 8th Judicial District  

January 21, 2026
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Every Corner of the State:

23 Judicial Districts

All 64 Counties
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Colorado’s State 
Court System
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The work of the courts is driven by the General Assembly
4

New Trial Court Filings, FY 2024-25
County Court

148,955Civil
92,368Traffic
81,422Infraction

67,250Misdemeanor
16,646Felony
5,694Small Claims

412,335Total

District Court
78,271Civil
39,390Criminal
31,231Domestic Relations
18,107Probate
16,296Juvenile 
6,661Mental Health
689Water

187,956Total
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Ralph Carr Judicial Center update
• Late summer 2026 construction scheduled to be complete

• Move-in dates for tenants will be tied to furniture and 
fixtures arrival

• No general fund and no cash fund appropriations have 
been spent on the renovation
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Workplace Culture 
Initiative
•Embedded Mission, Vision, Values
•Initiated evaluation and feedback 
process for chief judges
•Launched Safe Reporting System
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Magistrate Wellness and 
Support
Magistrates are appointed by chief judges to handle some 
aspects of the work performed by county and district judges

Magistrate Wellness and Support Committee
◦ Recruitment; Training; Support 
◦ Evaluation and Supervision
◦ Public Records and Communication

Developing statewide best practices to provide greater 
support, consistency, professional development and 
transparency to the public
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Compass 2030: Strategic Vision
Branch-wide initiative to define our direction and priorities
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Judicial Officer Outreach 
Program
Your Honor: Journey to the Bench 
◦ Symposium and lunch webinar series to 

encourage aspiring judicial officers

Java with Judges
◦ Informal small group meetings between law 

students and judges/law clerks

Benchmark
◦ Judges and aspiring judicial officers connect 

through a 5-month mentorship program
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FY27 Budget 
Request
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Second year of Judge Bill
As of July 1, 2026, new positions in:

District Court
◦ 4th (El Paso and Teller)
◦ 7th (Montrose, Gunnison, Delta, San Miguel, Ouray, Hinsdale)
◦ 13th (Morgan, Logan, Washington, Sedgwick, Phillips, Yuma, Kit 

Carson)
◦ 17th (Adams and Broomfield)
◦ 18th (Arapahoe)
◦ 19th (Weld)

County Court judges in Eagle, Larimer, Mesa, and Douglas
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Safe Courthouses
THR EATS  AR E IN C R EAS IN G.  OU R  P R EPAR ATION  N EEDS  TO EV OLV E TO MEET  THE MOMEN T.
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Case Management System
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Phase 1

Process 
Mapping
Complete

Process 
Mapping
Complete

Phase 2

Planning
FY26 and FY27
Planning
FY26 and FY27

Phase 3

Procure and 
Implement
FY27 and FY28

Procure and 
Implement
FY27 and FY28

Topics of 
Interest
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Competency 
Dockets and 
Competency  
Diversion 
Program

16

Competency dockets provide the infrastructure for managing 
individuals across the full competency continuum

14 judicial districts operate adult Competency Court Dockets, 
serving more than 1,100 justice-involved participants

HB24-1355, Competency Diversion Program, reduces reliance on 
inpatient competency restoration services by diverting eligible 
defendants  into community-based, wraparound care

Launched in five districts in April 2025 and another eight districts in 
October; remaining come on board July 1

Partnerships formalized with Bridges, DAs, PDs, BHA, sheriffs, 
mental health providers. Services provided by Bridges of Colorado’s 
Wraparound Care Program

Data Information Management System under development

Supreme Court tackling 
AI challenges in courts
Recent Amendments to the Colorado Rules of 
Professional Conduct

Created the Legal Technology Advisory Committee 
(LTAC) charged with drafting recommendations on 
use of AI in courts. Recommendations expected by 
October 1

LTAC members bring expertise from bench, bar, 
academia, and business

LTAC objectives: integrity of legal system, client 
services, access to justice, innovation
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AI Continued
SB24-205 unintentionally captured long-existed 
probation assessments and will require 
unnecessary formal notices and appeals.

In addition, SB24-205 requires our IT staff assess 
more than 80 software programs each year for 
potential impacts
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Family Law Rules
Committee work continues following public 
comment/hearing on initial draft

Goal: 
 Create standalone procedural rules to govern family 

law cases

Purpose: 
 Address unique aspects of family law cases
 Reduce unnecessary friction 
 Make the process easier for pro se parties
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Office of 
Attorney 
Regulation 
Counsel
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Protecting the public through 
regulation of the practice of law 
(licensing, discipline, disability)

Expanding access to justice through 
Licensed Legal Paraprofessional (LLP) 
program

Working to implement new bar exam 
better aligned to law school education 
and the modern practice of law

Performance 
Measures:

Courts
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Court User 
Survey

Online survey on a five-
point scale

July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025
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Agree or 
strongly agree

Average Rating Question

84.1%4.41Was it easy to use Webex? 

71%3.94
Did you receive the language resources 
you needed? 

75.3%4.12
Did you receive prompt help? 

74.4%4.09
Did staff understand your needs? 

72.5%4.05
Were the resources you needed 
available to you? 

68.9%3.93
Were you treated fairly? 

District 
Court  time 
standards

23

2025TARGETTYPE

15.8%10%Civil (cases open more than 1 year)

9.3%5%Criminal (cases open more than 1 year)

8%5%Domestic (cases open more than 1 year)

6.1%5%Juvenile Delinquency (cases open more than 1 
year)

8%5%D&N (cases open more than 18 months)

13.5%10%Expedited Permanent Placement (cases open 
more than 1 year)

County  
Court  time 
standards

24

2025TargetType

5.3%5%Civil (cases open more than 6 months)

18.6%10%Misdemeanor (cases open more than 6 
months)

11.7%1%Small Claims (cases open more than 6 
months)

11.9%5%Traffic (cases open more than 6 months)

15.6%20%DUI (cases open more than 7 months)
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Performance 
Measures:
Probation

25

Probation Success Rates

26

70% 67% 65% 66% 68% 69% 68% 66% 66% 66%

FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25

Adult probation 
risk level :
10-year 
comparison
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53% 49%

28% 29%

19% 22%

FY16 FY25

High
Medium
Low
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Juvenile Probation Population

28

969 874 829 721 689 672 480 531 633

1,882
1,750 1,706

1,578
1,334 1,131

928
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Felony Misdemeanor Other (PO+Traffic+Other)

Other reporting 
requirements

29

Child Family 
Investigators 
and 
Parental 
Responsibility 
Evaluators

1/1/2025 to 12/15/2025

30

PREsCFIs

2111,548Appointments

63130Eligibility Roster

1849Complaints

01Pending

939Dismissed

26Unfounded

73Founded

63Sanctions
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/

Text Reminder Program

31
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Statewide FTA Rate

Opt-out begins

Eviction data dashboard data from 1/1/2025 to 12/31/25

Total closed cases: 61,012

Total cases filed due to non-payment: 38,789

Cases filed due to lease violation: 16,757

Cases where the defendant filed an answer: 7,835

1 request for data pursuant to 13-40-128 2(c)
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Mediation in 
eviction cases

•Mandatory mediation 
in certain cases 
involving people who 
receive public benefits
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Outcomes

1,363Sessions

494Full Agree

332No agreement

133Partially resolved

36.4%Full agree success rate

24.4%No agreement rate

9.8%Partially resolved rate
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Extreme Risk 
Protection 
Orders

7/1/24-6/30/25
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HB19-1177 requires reporting on TERPOs and ERPOs

148 cases filed statewide

132 filed as TERPOs

112 TERPOs issued

12 TERPOs denied

84 ERPOs issued 

20 ERPOs denied

17 criminal cases filed within 30 days of an ERPO or 
TERPO

Thank You
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Email
steven.vasconcellos@judicial.state.co.us

Phone
720-625-5967
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